
Sec. 10-70. - Transient dogs and cats.  
Any dog or cat shipped or transported through the county or entering the county only for the purpose 

of a temporary stay, when such stay shall not exceed 15 days, shall be exempt from collar and tag 
requirements of this chapter. However, all other provisions of this chapter are applicable to such transient 
animals.  

(Ord. No. AW-2017GCID:2017-0381 , Exh. A, 4-11-2017) 

Sec. 10-71. - Restraint of dogs.  
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any owner or possessor of any dog to fail to keep the dog under restraint or 

control as provided for in this section.  

(b)  A dog is considered not under restraint or control when it is running at large, whether wearing a 
collar and tag or not. Reasonable care and precautions shall be taken to prevent the dog from 
leaving the real property limits of its owner, possessor, or custodian, and to ensure that:  

(1)  It is securely and humanely enclosed within a house, building, fence, pen or other enclosure 
out of which it cannot climb, dig, jump, or otherwise escape on its own volition, and that such 
enclosure is securely locked at any time the animal is left unattended;  

(2)  It is securely and humanely restrained by an invisible containment system. If using an invisible 
containment system, a sign must be posted on the property indicating that the system is in 
place; or  

(3)  It is on a leash and under the control of a competent person, or it is off leash and obedient to 
and under voice command of a competent person who is in the immediate proximity of the dog 
any time it is not restrained as provided for in subsection (b)(1) or (2) of this section while on the 
owner's property.  

(c)  It shall be unlawful to tether an animal outdoors, except when all of the following conditions are met:  

(1)  The owner or adult custodian of the animal must be outside with the animal at all times and the 
animal must be visible to the owner;  

(2)  Single point tethering is prohibited;  

(3)  Tethering an animal by a trolley system is the only approved form of tether;  

(4)  Only one animal may be attached to each trolley system;  

(5)  Any cable attached to the trolley system and attached to an animal must be at least ten feet in 
length and shall not allow the animal to come within five feet of the edge of the property line of 
the property upon which such animal is tethered;  

(6)  Tethers must be made of a substance which cannot be chewed by the animal, shall not weigh 
more than five percent of the body weight of the animal, and shall have a swivel on each end;  

(7)  The trolley system must be at least ten feet in length and mounted no more than seven feet 
above the ground level;  

(8)  The length of the tether from the trolley system to the animal's collar should allow access to the 
maximum available exercise area and allow the animal free access to food, water, and shelter;  

(9)  The animal must be attached to the tether by a properly fitted harness or collar with enough 
room between the collar and the animal's throat through which two fingers may fit. Choke 
collars and pinch collars are prohibited for the purpose of tethering an animal;  

(10)  The trolley system must be a sufficient distance from any other objects or animals to prohibit 
the tangling of the cable, to prohibit the cable from extending over an object or an edge that 
could result in injury or strangulation of the animal and be of sufficient distance from any fence 
so as to prohibit the animal from having access to the fence;  
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(11)  The animal is not outside during extreme weather, including, but not limited to, extreme heat 
or near freezing temperatures, or storms;  

(12)  The animal is at least six months of age; and  

(13)  The animal is not sick or injured.  

(14)  When an animal is found tethered unattended but in compliance with the remaining provisions 
of this subsection and the owner has received no prior warnings, or citations concerning 
tethering, an officer may provide information or a warning about proper tethering methods.  

(d)  The following additional precautions shall be taken by the owners, possessors, or custodians of 
vicious animals:  

(1)  In addition to the requirements in subsection (b)(1) of this section, owners of vicious dogs who 
maintain their dogs out-of-doors shall fence a portion of their property with a second perimeter 
or area fence. Within this perimeter or area fence, the vicious animal must be humanely 
confined inside a pen or kennel of adequate size. The pen or kennel may not share common 
fencing with the area or perimeter fence. The kennel or pen must have secure sides and a 
secure top attached to all sides. The sides must either be buried two feet into the ground or 
sunken into a concrete pad. The gate to the kennel shall be inward-opening and shall be kept 
locked except when tending to the animal's needs, such as cleaning the kennel or providing 
food and water.  

(2)  Whenever the dog is outside of its enclosure as provided for in this subsection, but on the 
owner's property, it must be attended by the owner and restrained by a secure collar and leash 
of sufficient strength to prevent escape. The leash shall be no longer than ten feet and the 
animal must be kept at least 15 feet within the perimeter boundaries of the property unless the 
perimeter boundary is securely fenced.  

(3)  An owner shall maintain at all times either a policy of insurance or surety bond in a minimum 
amount of $1,000,000.00 to cover claims for any personal injuries inflicted by the dog, which 
policy or surety bond shall be issued by an insurer or surety, as the case may be, authorized to 
transact business in this state.  

(4)  Except when being transported to a licensed veterinary facility, dangerous and vicious dogs 
shall not be allowed off the property of the owner. Should transport to veterinary care be 
needed, the animal shall be securely and humanely confined within a vehicle. Movement of the 
animal from the residence of owner to and from the transporting vehicle and to and from the 
veterinary facility shall be conducted with the animal securely restrained by a leash no longer 
than six feet in length and muzzled by a muzzle or device constructed so as to prevent the 
animal from biting.  

(e)  Guard or protection dogs.  

(1)  Owners or custodians of any guard or protection dog must confine all such dogs within a 
perimeter fence and meet the following conditions, unless the dog is otherwise restrained as 
provided for in subsection (e)(3) of this section:  

a.  The fence shall be sufficient to prevent the dog's escape, with all points of ingress and 
egress securely locked at all times.  

b.  A "beware of dog" sign shall be conspicuously displayed on each exterior side of the 
enclosure for each 50 feet of enclosure, minimum of two, as well as a sign on each ingress 
or egress point to the enclosure. Signs shall be a minimum of ten inches high and 14 
inches long.  

c.  The owner or custodian shall, prior to placing dogs on property, have the dog(s) microchip 
registered, at his own expense, and provide the registration number to the animal welfare 
division. There shall be a fee for each guard or protection dog for the first year or any part 
thereof that the dog is in the county and a renewal fee for each dog every year thereafter 



as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges. The renewal fee shall be paid by January 
30 of each year.  

d.  The owner or custodian shall report to the animal welfare division within 24 hours of any of 
the following:  

1.  Escape of the dog;  

2.  An attack on a human or animal by the dog;  

3.  Transfer of ownership of the dog; or  

4.  Death of the dog.  

(2)  Any police officer of the department of police services or animal control officer shall have the 
authority to enter onto private or public property for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the 
provisions of this subsection (e).  

(3)  A guard or protection dog shall be deemed under control only when restrained by the collar 
provided for in this section and a secure leash not to exceed six feet in length. The leash shall 
be of sufficient strength to prevent escape.  

(f)  Dogs found running at large or in violation of this section may be immediately impounded by officers 
of the animal welfare division or any police officer. The officers may pursue the dog onto private 
property to effect capture of such dog.  

(Ord. No. AW-2017GCID:2017-0381 , Exh. A, 4-11-2017) 

ARTICLE IV. - RABIES VACCINATIONS  
Sec. 10-140. - Rabies vaccination certificates.  

The owner, possessor or harborer of each dog or cat residing in the unincorporated area of the 
county must obtain and possess a current rabies vaccination certificate from a licensed veterinarian 
showing that the animal has been vaccinated against rabies. Upon vaccination, county veterinarians shall 
be responsible for issuing a metal tag with a vaccination and identification number. Tags must be 
renewed within 30 days of the expiration date of the vaccination.  

(Ord. No. AW-2017GCID:2017-0381 , Exh. A, 4-11-2017) 

Sec. 10-141. - Collar and rabies vaccination tag.  
(a)  It shall be the duty of each dog and cat owner or possessor to provide a collar and tag for each dog 

and cat, and the tag and collar shall be on the animal at all times when the animal is not under the 
immediate control of the owner or possessor of the animal. Animals participating in organized or 
controlled competitions are exempt from this subsection only for the duration of the competition.  

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to attach a vaccination tag to the collar of any animal for which it 
was not issued, or to remove such tags from any animal without the consent of its owner or 
possessor.  

(Ord. No. AW-2017GCID:2017-0381 , Exh. A, 4-11-2017) 

Sec. 10-142. - Vaccination of dogs and cats.  
No person who is not licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the state shall vaccinate dogs and 

cats against rabies.  

(Ord. No. AW-2017GCID:2017-0381 , Exh. A, 4-11-2017) 

Sec. 10-143. - Vaccines used and time of vaccination.  
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(a)  All dogs, cats and ferrets owned, possessed, harbored or residing within the limits of the county 
shall be inoculated for the prevention of rabies by a veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary 
medicine in the state, using only those vaccines prescribed and/or approved by the state department 
of human resources.  

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess or maintain any dog, cat or ferret that does not 
have a current rabies inoculation. All dogs, cats and ferrets shall be vaccinated against rabies before 
and no later than four months of age. Any dog, cat or ferret found not vaccinated by four months of 
age must have the consent of a licensed veterinarian stating the reasons.  

(c)  Any person keeping, owning, harboring or having any type of animal in his possession, excluding 
dogs, cats and ferrets, is not required to have the animal vaccinated against rabies but does so at his 
own risk and assumes all liabilities for adverse actions of the animal.  

(Ord. No. AW-2017GCID:2017-0381 , Exh. A, 4-11-2017) 

Sec. 10-144. - Certificate of vaccination.  
(a)  Upon administering anti-rabies vaccines, a certificate of vaccination must be issued and signed by 

the veterinarian administering the vaccine, to provide evidence of vaccination.  

(b)  Any veterinarian is authorized and required in connection with his practice to issue certificates of 
vaccination, provided he furnishes one copy to the animal owner, one copy to the animal welfare 
division upon request by animal control, and one copy is retained by the veterinarian.  

(Ord. No. AW-2017GCID:2017-0381 , Exh. A, 4-11-2017) 

Secs. 10-145—10-171. - Reserved.  
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